6                           A SYSTEM OF MAGIC.

said, that the spirit of the holy Gods was in him;
whereas at the same time it is certain that the king
esteemed him as one of the magicians ; nay, and he
was set over them as the chief and governor of all
the rest. Certainly then they did not take those
magicians to be what we have since understood of
ours, viz., dealers with the Devil, and sorcerers,
such as ought to be punished for having or using
unlawful arts and practices with evil spirits and the
like.

Had this been the common opinion of them, they
would have been treated after another manner,
both then and in after-ages ; for not only among
the Jews, but in other nations, such as we call now
magicians were punished as criminals.

But to go back a little to originals, and to fetch
up knowledge from the fountain: man, born igno-
rant, arrives to very little knowledge but what conies
by one of these two channels.

First, Long experience, study3 and application.
Secondly,  Teaching and instruction from those
that went before.

I shall insist only upon the last, and that parti-
cularly for the sake of what was antediluvian. The
most early knowledge which mankind obtained in
those days, is supposed to be by teaching immedi-
ately from heaven; for example: Adam and Eve's
mouths were opened at the same time with their
eyes, and they could speak, and knew what lan-
guage to speak, as soon as they were made.
But it is most certain also, that all the speaking
world since Adam and Eve learnt it successively
from them, by mere imitation of sounds, teaching
of parents and nurses, and the like.

After Adam, his posterity having learnt to speak
immediately from him, and so to converse with one
. another, a consummate acquired knowledge in se-
veral other things quickly followed; particular arts